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C I T Y  O F  G L O U C E S T E R  

C O N S E R V A T I O N  
C O M M I S S I O N  
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“A viable neighborhood is a community: 
and a viable community is made up of  
neighbors who cherish and protect what 
they have in common."  - Wendell Berry 

 

 
EXAMPLES OF  

PROJECTS REQUIRING A PERMIT  
 

• Any activity that alters a buffer zone 
or resource area.   

• Any disturbance of soils or vegetation 
in any resource area or buffer zone. 

• Use of construction vehicles or 
motorized vehicles such as all terrain 
vehicles for maintenance or repairs, or 
for access within resource areas or 
within the buffer zone.  Such vehicles 
can create impacts that require review 
and permitting. 

 
 

EXAMPLES OF ACTIVITIES 
ALLOWED WITHOUT A PERMIT 

 

• Removal of debris (trash) by hand, 
excluding vegetation and sediment, 
from resource areas. 

• Repairs to existing fences or 
structures, or maintenance of existing 
landscaping that do not involve 
equipment, stockpiling of materials, 
disturbance of soils and vegetation, or 
expansion. 
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The Conservation Commission and the 
Community Development Department is 

available to assist you should you have any 
questions or concerns about your project 

and/or your property.  Please call the office at 
978.281.9781 or contact the staff by email.  

Contact information, and application forms 
are available on-line at 
 www.gloucester-ma.gov 

 

C O M M U N I T Y  D E V E L O P M E N T  
D E P A R T M E N T  

Gloucester Conservation Commission 
3 Pond Road 

Gloucester, MA  01930 
tel: 978.281.9781   fax: 978.281.9779 
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COMMISSION MEETINGS 

The Commission generally meets the first 
and the third Wednesday of every month.  

The deadline for submittals is by noon, two 
weeks prior to the meeting date.  Meeting 
agendas, dates, time and location can be 
found on the website under Community 
Development at www.gloucester-ma.gov, 
the Commission Office, or at City Hall. 

 

USEFUL LINKS  

See the City of Gloucester Website at 
www.gloucester-ma.gov 

Massachusetts Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP) www.state.ma.us/dep 

Massachusetts Association of Conservation 
Commissioners (MACC) www.maccweb.org 

  



P R O J E C T  R E V I E W  &  
P E R M I T T I N G  P R O C E D U R E S  
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INTRODUCTION 
 

Do you own property in or within 100 feet of the 
ocean, a stream, wetland, dune, bank, vernal pool or 
other environmental resource area?  Within 200 feet 
of a river or perennial stream?  Within 300 feet of an 
Area of Critical Environmental Concern(ACEC)? If 
you answered yes or maybe to one or more of these 
questions, then this guide was created for you and so 
many other residents of this beautiful natural 
wonder we call Gloucester! 
 
Did you know the above mentioned areas and 
associated buffer zones are natural resource areas 
protected by the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection 
Act (WPA) and the City of Gloucester Wetlands 
Ordinance (GWO)? 
 
Both the WPA and the GWO were established to 
protect natural environmental resources and upland 
areas from adverse impacts by: minimizing the 
impact of coastal storms and flooding; preventing 
pollution; preventing erosion and sedimentation; 
and protecting wildlife habitat, including fisheries 
and shellfish. Such protection also provides many 
benefits to people and property. The Conservation 
Commission implements the WPA and the GWO on 
a local level. 
 
Please take the time to contact the Conservation 
Staff if you are unsure if you need to file an 
application. Proper planning and review can save 
you time and money, and will ensure that our 
environmental resources are protected which in turn 
can protect you and your property. 

All projects that come to any City Department are reviewed by the conservation staff at the Community 
Development Department to determine if the Wetlands Protection Act (WPA) or Gloucester Wetlands 
Ordinance(GWO) applies to the work being done.  What does this mean for a person who owns property in one of 
the protected areas? It means that any person wishing to do work in any of the areas under the jurisdiction of 
the Conservation Commission described in this brochure or the applicable buffer zones must apply for a permit 
so that the Commission can review the work and condition it so that the wetland resource areas are protected. 
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� � P R O J E C T S  T H E  C O M M I S S I O N  
R E V I E W S  

New home construction; additions; docks and piers; decks; 
grading and filling; excavation of soil; tree or other 
vegetation cutting; driveway construction; septic system 
installation and repairs; and any new construction.   

The level of review by the Commission and its staff varies, 
depending on the project and resource area(s) involved. 

�

Proper way to install silt 
fencing for erosion control 

T Y P E  O F  P E R M I T S  

Building, Engineering and Health Department Reviews are conducted to determine whether permitting is required or a 
sign off may be issued.  

Letter Permits are for very minor projects that are within buffer zones to resource area and pose no chance of impact to resource 
areas.  Letter Permits must  meet all 6 criteria, the Agent must conduct a site visit. . 

Requests for Determination of Applicability are for small to moderate projects outside of resource areas where impact is 
unlikely.  Determinations require a public meeting with the Commission. The meetings require a legal notice in a local 
newspaper. Once a Determination is issued, confirming that the WPA/GWO does not apply or does apply but can be conditioned so 
that there will not be an impact, a Determination will be provided to the applicant/owner and is valid for three years from the date 
of issuance. 

Notices of Intent and Resource Area Delineations are filed for larger projects where the work is in resource areas, or buffer 
zones where impact is likely unless proper review, permitting and conditioning occurs.  Notices are also used to delineate resource 
areas.  We will provide you with a list of requirements for submittal.  A public hearing will be held by the Commission.  Abutters 
must be notified by the applicant per Commission instruction and legal notice placed in local newspaper.  An Order of Conditions 
is the resulting permit which must be recorded at the Registry of Deeds and is valid for three years from the date of issuance.  
Typical conditions can include limits on work areas, use of erosion controls as shown above, plantings and protective no disturb 
areas.  Provisions in the regulations allow for extensions granted by the Commission.   After work under an Order of Conditions is 
completed, the property owner must request a Certificate of Compliance to have the lien removed from the deed and to confirm 
that work was completed as approved. 

"Treat the Earth well. It was not given to you by your 
parents. It was loaned to you by your children." 

 - Kenyan Proverb 
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